Dear Highland High School Choir Members and Parents,


Welcome to the 2008/09 school year and another terrific year of choral music!  We are very excited about the students, concerts, and events planned for this year.


Enclosed in this handbook are various forms and policies regarding your student's participation in the HHS choirs.  Please read these policies at your earliest convenience and return those forms marked with an (*) by Monday, August 11th.

Policies and Forms in this Packet:

Participation/Grading policies

Uniform policy

Absence makeup policy

Performance schedule

*Membership agreement form*

*Permission to Photograph form*

Letter Points form

2008 Tax Credit form

*Eligibility Clearance, Permission and Consent, and Insurance Waiver forms* 

*Retreat itinerary, Permission, and Field Trip Medication forms*: 

       Concert Choir only, August 22/23 (Forms/$50.00 balance due Friday, August 15th)

Also, please take a moment and visit our website, www.HighlandChoir.com.  On it, you will find calendars, announcements, and info we use to keep you up to date.  Please familiarize yourself with the “students” and “parents” area of the site.  Many questions you may have can be answered from these pages.  
Thank you for your time and attention to these matters.  If you have any questions please feel free to call or e-mail us.  Welcome!
Sincerely,

Rita Scholz, Steve Hickman

Choral Directors

Highland High School

Rita_Scholz@gilbert.k12.az.us

www.HighlandChoir.com
2008/2009 Choir Booster Board


President 


Darla Lowry


Vice President


Judy Kleinebreil


Secretary


Becci Kimes-Brown


Treasurer


Jenn Carling


Fundraising/Silent Auction
Teri Wright, Janice McAllister


Uniforms


Vicki Palmer, Lynn Krauss, Julie Walker


Decorations


Leesa Hamblin


Public relations

______________ still open


2008/2009 Choir Handbook

Highland High School Choir Grading Policy

Choral Office: 480-813-0051 ext. 2752

Rita_Scholz@gilbert.k12.az.us

Stephen_Hickman@gilbert.k12.az.us
www.HighlandChoir.com
Grades will be awarded on the basis of:
1.  Participation - 25 points per week.
2.  Music memory checks - 50 points each. 

If you are absent on the day of a memory check, you are to make it up by 3:15 on the day of 

your return.

3.  Quizzes on music reading & intervals - Number of points varies.
4.  Written assignments- Concert attendance & critiques.

5.  Final Exam - 100 points.  

Participation during the final exam time is mandatory.  Choir members must be present during 

the scheduled final exam time as determined by the administration. 

6.  All performances (including evening concerts and daytime festivals) - 100 points each.

At the end of each grading period, points will be totaled and put in the form of a percentage:

    
A= 90-100%, B=80-89%, C=70-79%, D=60-69%
Concert Choir & Advanced Vocal Ensemble Members:

1. Membership in these choirs is a year long commitment. 

2. Members of Advanced Vocal Ensemble are to be enrolled in Concert Choir

3. Membership in these choirs is a commitment to travel and tour.
Membership in these ensembles means a commitment to fundraise or provide yourself with a tax credit to be applied to your travel account.  Dates of travel, retreat etc. will be given to you as soon as department and administrative approval is given.  All members will be given individual accounts for tour and travel with the Choir Boosters.  A percentage of all fundraising will be placed in the HHS Choral Boosters general account to be used for choral department expenditures.

Be in your seat ready to rehearse with your music folder and a pencil when the bell rings.  If you are unable to participate for any reason, please speak with the director before class.

Not having your music folder in class will result in the loss of daily participation points.

HHS classroom policy:  No food, drinks (except water) or gum in the classroom at any time.  

Please, no hats, cell phones, text-messaging, iPods, or other portable media players.  
Use of these devices in class will be subject to consequences according to school policy. 
Lateness results in missing the instruction for the rehearsal and the warm up.  The HHS tardy policy will be enforced - 3rd tardy per semester results in parent/student notification, 5th tardy per semester results in detention determined by administrator.

Absences & Attendance:  Students will be notified at 5, 8, and 11 absences per the HHS absence policy.  Please refer to the HHS Choir attendance policy.

Folders and music will be assigned to each student.  You are responsible for lost or damaged items.

Choir Uniform Rental/Purchase Fees
Chorale and Women's Chorale:

Men:
$35.00 - $25.00 rental fee for tuxedo + $10.00 for a choir t-shirt.

Women:
$25.00 - $15.00 rental fee for skirt, cummerbund & tie + $10.00 for t-shirt. 
Rental amount is to cover cleaning, repair and replacement costs. 
You will be fitted the first month of school.

Each student (men and women) will need to purchase a white, wing-collared tuxedo shirt.
Advanced Women's Choir: 


$25.00 for rental of the uniform top and skirt. You will be fitted the first month of school.

Concert Choir Women:


$75.00 for purchase of the uniform dress. New members will be fitted the first month of school.

HHS Music T-Shirt
New choir members will be required to purchase a Choir T-Shirt. The cost will be $10.00 and may be paid with the uniform fee.

Performance Make-up Policy
Students wishing to make-up a missed performance will be required to attend a concert and submit a 2-page written critique along with an attached concert program.  A critique guide is available on the HHS choir website, www.highlandchoir.com.  Concerts are to be High School level or higher choral concerts and must be pre-approved by the director.  Critiques are to be turned in no later than 3 weeks after the concert or by the date assigned by the instructor.  Only excused concert absences are eligible for make-up work.
Excused absences: 

At least one (1) week prior notice with teacher approval, unavoidable conflict with an athletic 

event (one week policy applies), emergency, or illness.   Full 100 point make-up possible.
Unexcused absences or no-show:

        


No make up opportunity. 
Off-campus performances:


Music students are required to travel to and from each performance with the group if the 

district is providing transportation for that event. Students must be present for pre- 

performance warm-ups and are not allowed to leave early or by other means of transportation 

without administration pre-approval in written form from Mr. Salce's office.
Choir Students are expected to attend school the day of a performance, as well as the day before and after a field trip. It is essential to the educational process that students attend classes and complete any make-up work within 48 hours.

Choir Absence Policy 2008-2009
Choir is a participatory class and rehearsals are mandatory.  Unexcused absences cannot be made up.  Excused absences can be made up.   A reading assignment will be given to the student and a 1 page written summary/reflection will need to be submitted for make-up after every two (2) absences.  It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements for each make-up reading assignment.  Articles are located on the HHS Choir website, www.highlandchoir.com.  Hard copies can be obtained from the director upon request.  
Please remember that absences hinder your musical growth as well as the choir’s progress.  

This policy does not apply to school field trips or daytime athletic trips.

This policy does apply to students on chronic illness.
Every two absences can be made up by one writing assignment.

If excused absences are not made up, the following grade penalties apply:

6 absences     = grade drops one full letter grade


8 absences     = grade drops two full letter grades


10 absences   = grade drops three full letter grades

Unexcused Absences cannot be made up and incur the following grade penalties:

3 absences     = grade drops one full letter grade

5 absences     = grade drops two full letter grades

7 absences     = grade drops three full letter grades 
Unusual circumstances will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis. 

The above policy follows the district attendance policy and referrals and notification will take place as directed by the school and district.

Make-up assignment

Read an assigned article. These articles are from music journals and are insightful about choral music.

Write a summary and reflection of the article within ONE week of your absence.

Papers should be:

1 page, double spaced

12 point, Times New Roman font
No header, other than name/date
Highland High School Choir
Membership Agreement

Please complete this information and return to Ms. Scholz:
NAME______________________________      GRADE_____     CHOIR you are in_________________

ADDRESS___________________________________         CITY________________   ZIP___________
PHONE_____________________     CURRENT PARENT E-MAIL_______________________________    

Are you a member of band ___ orchestra ___ or drama ___?
Do you play piano ______?
Take private voice lessons_____?  
I have read and understand the year long participation, performance, travel, financial, and attendance policies for the HHS choral music program.  I have received a performance calendar.  I will do my best to maintain a positive attitude with the group, act professionally and take responsibility for my own behavior. I will strive for excellence and enjoyment with the group.

Student Signature________________________________

Parent Signature_________________________________
2008 Fall Semester Choir Performance Schedule
AUGUST

Wed. 13
Ice Cream Social: 5.30 -7.00 PM. All new members welcome!
Fri/Sat. 22    
Concert Choir retreat

SEPTEMBER
Fri. 26          
HHS Homecoming, Concert Choir

Tues. 30         
HHS Fall Choir Concert, All Choirs: 7:30 pm
OCTOBER
Wed. 1            
CGCC Fall Festival, Concert Choir, Adv. Women, Chorale

Mon. 13-17  
HHS Fall Break

Fri. or Sat. 24/25     
State Choral festival, Concert Choir, Adv. Women, Chorale

NOVEMBER
Sat.1
All-State Jazz Choir Auditions

Fri. 14
Choir Silent Auction Fundraiser, All Choirs

DECEMBER
Wed. 3
HHS Holiday Choir Concert, All Choirs: 7:30 pm
Fri. 12
HHS Music Assembly  

2009 Spring Semester Choir Performance Schedule
JANUARY
Mon. 5
School resumes



Thurs-Sat. 8-10
All State Jazz Rehearsals/Performance, AMEA Conference

Fri/Sat. 30/31
Regional Auditions- HHS

FEBRUARY
Mon. 2 
Elem. Choral Festival, HHS: Concert Choir, Advanced Vocal,  

Fri/Sat. 13/14
NAU Jazz/Madrigal Festival, Flagstaff, Adv. Vocal Ensemble
Fri/Sat. 20/21
Regional Festival

Fri. 27
Assembly at HJHS 1:00 - 4:00 PM, Concert Choir, Advanced Vocal
MARCH


Tues. 10                 
HJHS Spring Concert, Concert Choir. Adv. Vocal Ensemble
Wed. 11
HHS Spring Concert, All Choirs: 7:30 pm

Fri/Sat. 13/14
All-State Choir Auditions 

Mon. 16-20
Spring Break

Fri. or Sat. 27/28
State Choral Festival/ Concert Choir, Adv. Women

APRIL
Thurs. 2
CGCC Choral Festival, Adv. Women, Chorale, Concert Choir 

Mon. 13 
HHS Academic Night, Adv. Vocal Ensemble
Thurs- Sun. 16 -20 
HHS Choir Tour tentative dates
Thurs/Sat. 23-25
All State Music Festival: University of Arizona, Tucson
MAY
Tues. 12
End of the Year Concert, All Choirs: 7:00 pm
Sun. 17
Baccalaureate, Concert Choir
 

Thurs. 21
Graduation: Graduating Seniors, Advanced Vocal Ensemble  

The "A" student in choir
Asks musical questions

Volunteers with or without hesitation

Is responsible

Shows vocal improvement

Does not talk while others sections are singing

Does not talk while receiving instruction

Watches instructor while singing

Stands TALL when standing

Breathes like a singer

Listens for being in tune

Is a leader

Is not tardy

Accepts direction

Always knows where we are in the music

Puts items away after concerts

Numbers measures/marks music

Attends all concerts

Always brings folder to class

Passes memory checks

The "B" student in choir 

Asks musical questions

Shows vocal improvement

Teacher occasionally observes the student talking when others are singing

Usually watches instructor while singing but has to be reminded occasionally
Sits tall and stands tall reluctantly

Listens for being in tune

Is not tardy

Accepts direction

Attends all concerts

Misses very few entrances in the rehearsal

Needs to be a leader in class

Passes memory checks

The "C" student in choir
Talks until told not to

Rarely watches director

Participates when told

Continues to slouch in class

Often tardy

Has difficultly accepting direction

Does not try their best

Sings without concern

Misses concerts

Does not do well on memory check

HHS CONCERT CHOIR RETREAT ITINERARY

CAMP PINEROCK, PRESCOTT AZ 

AUGUST 22, 23  2008

FRIDAY August 22
12:00 pm

LOAD BUSES

12: 30pm 

DEPART FOR PRESCOTT

4:00 pm


ARRIVE PINEROCK, CHECK IN, ROOM  ASSIGNMENT

5:30 -6:30pm

DINNER

6:30- 8:00pm

ICE BREAKERS/GETTING ACQUAINTED

8:15 – 8:30 pm    

BREAK

 

8:30 - 9:15 pm   

REHEARSAL: STAR SPANGLED BANNER; ALMA MATER; STILL, STI LL, STILL

9:15 10:00pm    

ALL GROUPS:  AMPHITHEATER, BONFIRE


    

10:00pm


MEET IN A FRAME FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS, SATURDAY SCHEDULE

10:30p


READY FOR BED

11:00 pm

TO ROOMS/  LIGHTS OUT

SATURDAY August 23
6:00 am           
 
RISE & SHINE  (pack your room, be ready to load bus later)

6:45 am          
 
Group 1, DONUTS IN CAFETERIA 

7:00 -9:00am
 
ROPES:  Group 1

7:00 -8:00am
 
ACTIVITY: Knots 15 mins, Create a mission statement 45 min, Groups 2,3,4
8:00 - 9:00 am  

BREAKFAST: Groups  2,3,4

9:00 -10:00am   

BREAKFAST: Group 1

9:00-11:00 am   
 
ROPES: Group 2

9:00-10:00 am  

REHEARSAL:  Groups 3,4    




10:00-11:00am   
 
MASTERCLASS ACTIVITY: Groups 1,3  




TRUST WALK : Group 4

11:00-1:00am     
 
ROPES:  Group 3

11:00-12:00pm  
 
MASTERCLASS ACTIVITY: Groups  2,4 




TRUST WALK: Group 1

12:00 - 1:00pm  
 
LUNCH: Groups 1,2,4 

1:00 -2:00pm      
 
LUNCH: Group 3

1:00 - 3:00pm     

ROPES: Group 4

1:00 -2:00pm      
 
REHEARSAL: Groups 1,2    


2:00-3:00pm       
 
VOCAL MASTERCLASS WITH DR. CLOUD: GROUPS 1,2,3  
3:00-4:30pm        
 
ACTIVITY: YARN OF UNITY PLEDGE

     

4:30 –500pm           
GROUP PHOTOS

5:00pm       
       
LOAD BUS & DEPART FOR GILBERT
CAMP PINEROCK

400 PINE DRIVE

PRESCOTT, AZ.

1-928-445-8358


WHAT TO BRING:
Sleeping Bag/Pillow   



Folder, music & pencil

Towel/Soap




Cash for snacks on the road

Jacket/tennis shoes



Flashlight
Bandana 

RETURN TO MS. SCHOLZ BY FRIDAY AUGUST 15th

We have received the Itinerary for the Highland High School Choir 2008 Fall Retreat. We understand that all school policies and rules apply for the duration of the trip and students who fail to abide by school policies will be subject to the school referral process or sent home at the parent's expense.

________________________________

Student's name

________________________________

Student's signature

________________________________

Parent's name 

________________________________

Phone contact

Gilbert Public Schools

Highland High School

Performing Arts Department

Non-Athletic

Clearance Packet

All Choirs

All Bands

All Orchestras

