Key Signatures
· Key Signatures are necessary to learning how to sight read effectively.  They let us know which notes of the scale correspond to which solfege syllables.

· A Key Signature is a collection of every accidental (sharp or flat) found in a scale.  

· To demonstrate this, we will use the key of A Major, which has three sharps:
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· A Key Signature can be used instead of writing a sharp next to each C, F, and G:
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Order of Sharps and Flats
· Key signatures are always written using the same order of sharps and flats.  In the signature example above, A Major, we can see that F# comes first, followed by C# and G#.  The first three sharps in EVERY key signature will always be F#, C#, G#.  
· The complete order of sharps is:   F      C      G      D      A      E      B
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· A pneumonic you can use to remember this order is:  
Father Charles Goes Down And Ends Battles
· Similarly, an order of flats is used when writing flat key signatures.  To remember this order, simply reverse the order of sharps:

B       E      A      D      G      C      F
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Practice:
1. Write the pneumonic for remembering the order of sharps:
________________________________________________________________________________

2. Write the Order of Sharps 5 times:

______ _______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______

______ _______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______

______ _______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______

______ _______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______

______ _______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______

3. Write the Order of Flats 5 times:

______ _______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______

______ _______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______

______ _______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______

______ _______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______

______ _______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______
